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abdomen extending beyond the hemelytra and being visible
from above. The colouring is black or brown.

The antennae are four-jointed, somewhat short and thick.
There are no ocelli. The scutellum is rather long and the
abdomen is often sculptured. The fore-legs are inserted on
the disc of the prosternum. The hemelytra lie flat on the
abdomen, but, as stated above, do not entirely cover it.

The habitat of both nymphs and adults is usually under
bark, but they have also been found in decaying wood, under
stones, or among fallen leaves. Little is known of the life-
history. The nymphs are in some cases more brightly coloured
than the adults ; an instance of this may be seen in Anvurus
Icevis, a British species. A definite statement as to the food-
habits cannot yet be made, but fungus growths under bark,
etc., probably form the greater part of their diet.

There are six British species.

HEBRIDJE.

Small. Body clothed below with dense, silvery pubescence.
Antennae five-jointed.

This family contains only about a dozen species, all of which
are very small and inconspicuous. The silvery pubescence on
the underside of the body should render these insects easy to
recognize, as they differ from the Hydrometrids in having five-
jointed antennae.

Little is known of the life-history and habits. They are
usually found in wet moss.

There are two British species, both belonging to the genus
Hebrus.

Antennae four-jointed. Tarsi two-jointed. Body clothed
beneath with silvery, velvety pubescence. Live on the
surface of water.
This family contains some 160 species, widely distributed
throughout the world. They vary considerably in form, but
are all of dull colouring, being usually grey, black, or yellow-